
BUENA VISTA SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST SCHOOL 
STUDENT BEHAVIOR CODE 

 
In order to operate efficiently and effectively, a school must have an orderly plan for 
monitoring student behavior. The code of conduct and the way it is administered 
contribute to feelings of well-being that students experience while at school. 

 
Buena Vista SDA School (BV) seeks to empower students by helping them become 
self-disciplined and responsible for their actions. By establishing expected standards 
of behavior and the resulting consequences for failure to achieve those standards, 
students will move toward this objective. 

 

The behavior standards of BV fall into 2 classes: those that help protect against 
injury and pain (health and safety rules) and those that help the school do its job of 
teaching (well-being rules). Three groups of standards have been divided into 3 
levels of behavior, with each succeeding level indicating an increased level of 
severity and consequences. 

 
For each level, a description of desired behavior, followed by a description of possible 
deviations and consequences from this model, is presented. The list of behaviors, 
actions, and consequences listed in this Student Behavior Code represents minimum 
guidelines and is not inclusive. Methods of handling unacceptable behaviors not 
covered by the Student Behavior Code will be utilized when Administration deems 
necessary. 

 
Special circumstances may result in immediate progression to the final steps of the 
Student Behavior Code. This may include possession of any weapon, dangerous 
objects, or explosive devices. The result may include police arrest, suspension, and 
expulsion. Dangerous objects would include, but are not limited to, pocket knives, 
objects with sharp points, and any other self-defense apparatus. Threats of any kind 
will be taken seriously. 

 
All procedures of due process as outlined in the North Pacific Union Conference 
Education Code will be followed. A parent may submit a letter of appeal to the 
Administration. 

 
 

Description of Model Behavior, Infractions, and Consequences 

 
LEVEL I 
Model: Students at BV will act with courtesy and Christian decorum. This behavior 
standard includes quietness in the classroom so others may study without 
interference, remaining in an assigned seat except for purposes in accordance with 
accepted classroom behavior, keeping one’s hands to oneself, walking rather than 
running in the building, and keeping the desk and belongings clean and neat. 

 
Infractions include, but are not limited, to: 

 
1. Fooling around—bodily contact with another person in a jesting manner 
2. Wandering—being out of seat in the classroom for other than allowed purposes 
3. Loitering—the unassigned use of an area, roaming the halls, staying in 

the restroom too long 
4. Littering—intentionally dropping or throwing items 
5. Boisterous behavior—overly loud and obnoxious behavior, 

belching, yelling in the hallways 



6. Running—anything other than normal walking in the building 
7. Bringing the following items to school: 

• Laser pointers 
• Playing and trading cards 
• Electronic games or toys 
• Printed material that is inappropriate for a Christian learning 

environment 
• Energy drinks 

8. Gum—chewing or providing gum for others to chew. 
 

Consequences: Level I infractions are considered minor offenses. At Level I, the 
teacher will deal with the infraction, administering discipline in an appropriate 
manner. Level I infractions will not require a referral notice be sent to the parent or 
guardian unless there are repeated infractions. EXCEPTION: Students found 
chewing gum on campus at any time, including before and after school, will receive 
a citation that must be signed by parents and returned to school. A $5 fine per 
incident must be paid before being admitted back in class. 
 
Electronic Devices 
 Cell phones, iPads, and tablets must be turned off and kept in backpacks 
until school has been dismissed. Communication through smart watches is not 
allowed during school hours. Exceptions can be made with teacher permission. 

1. First Offense—The device is taken away, and a parent must come to the 
office to pick it up. 

2. Subsequent offenses—Parents must come pick up device and pay a $25 
fine. 

 
LEVEL II 
Model: Students at BV will honor and respect the rights of others. They will respect 
others and their belongings. They will take proper care of school property.  Their 
speech will be marked by truthfulness, purity, and respect. They will have a sense of 
honesty that will keep them above reproach in their schoolwork, whether in homework 
or tests. They will recognize the importance of prompt and regular attendance in class. 
They will not knowingly break school rules or encourage others to do so. 

 
Infractions include, but are not limited, to: 

 
1. Inappropriate behavior—hitting, shoving, punching, kicking, scratching, 

slapping, biting, spitting 
2. Minor vandalism—acts that create inconvenience or that destroy 
3. Inappropriate language and conduct—swearing or using nasty language 

against or about other people 
4. Forging signatures—signing another person’s name without permission 
5. Disrespect—speaking to adults or other students in a way that shows lack of 

respect 
6. Disrupting class—words, mumbling, actions or noncompliance with 

requests made by the teacher, or anything that causes the learning 
environment to become unsatisfactory 

7. Cheating—using sources of information for doing schoolwork that are not 
approved by the teacher, including talking during tests, copying another 
student’s homework, and bringing notes or answers to class for use during 
tests. Cheating also includes any form of plagiarism, regardless of the 
source used. 

8. Non-completion of disciplinary assignment—failure to fulfill any 
disciplinary agreement or assignment 

9. Lying—telling any kind of falsehood 



 
Consequences: Students who are referred for Level II behavior will be disciplined 
in the following manner: 

 

a) First Offense—Disciplinary Referral sent home to parent 
to be signed and returned; parent notified 

b) Second Offense—Disciplinary Referral sent home; parent conference 
scheduled 

c) Third Offense—Disciplinary Referral sent home; parent notified; 
student suspended for one (1) day. (NOTE: A third Level II 
referral in sixty (60) days may result in a Level III referral.) 

 

The referring teacher will call the parent or guardian to make him/her aware of the 
difficulty. If a second referral is sent, a conference with parent, student, and staff must 
be scheduled. Failure to return the referral notice, signed by the parent, will lead to the 
exclusion of the student from class until the form is signed and returned. Student will 
be suspended at the time of a third offense. 
 
The principal will visit with each student referred for a Level II behavior. The purpose 
of this visit is to help the student realize the reason for the referral, the seriousness of 
a Level II behavior, where he/she currently stands in the disciplinary process, and how 
to plan a course of behavior that will prevent any further referrals of this type. 
 
LEVEL III 
Model: Students are expected to demonstrate honesty in all their dealings at school. 
They will not take things that belong to others. Students are expected to respect their 
bodies as the temple of God by refraining from the use of alcohol, tobacco, or drugs. 

 
Students will seek to prevent harm to themselves or others by carefully observing safety 
regulations. 

 

Infractions include, but are not limited, to: 
 

1. Harassment—any attempt to violate another student’s rights. This 
may be physical, sexual, or verbal harassment; mishandling another 
student’s property; or threatening another student. 

2. Aiding and abetting—urging or helping another student to do something 
that is against the school rules, covering up for another student who is in 
violation of school rules 

3. Theft—removing, hiding, or using property belonging to others. 
4. Controlled substances—actual possession, use, transfer, or sale 

of drugs, alcohol, tobacco, or drug-related substances 
5. Fighting or assault—violent bodily contact that hurts or has the potential 

to hurt someone physically or emotionally 
6. Vandalism—destruction that has a permanently damaging effect upon 

church, school, or student property. This would include property owned 
by church or school employees or loaned by others for school use. 

7. Outlawed materials—the use of materials that are dangerous to the 
health and safety of students, teachers, or guests of the school, such as 
matches, fireworks, chemicals, firearms, and knives. 

8. Insubordination or abusive language—a belligerent or abusive act or 
statement that is directed at any employee of the school. It includes 
more than a simple refusal to do something. It is an aggressive, 
insulting, profane, or disruptive type of abuse. 

9. Safety—actions that endanger the health, safety, or welfare of 
students, teachers, or guests of the school. Failing to behave in 



harmony with safety procedures. Using physical education 
equipment without teacher supervision, direction, or approval. 

10. Inappropriate sexual activity – which includes, but is not limited to: 
kissing, fondling, long hugs, unwanted touches and holding hands. 

 

Consequences: Level III behaviors are considered major problems that require 
immediate action by both the staff, Administration, and the parents or guardians. Level 
III behavior referrals will be handled in the following manner: 

 
a) Referring classroom teachers may not be required to telephone 

parents for Level III behaviors. Rather, the principal shall arrange 
a conference with the parents as soon as possible. The teacher 
may be asked to be present at the conference, discipline hearing, 
or other meetings considering Level III behaviors. 

b) Each accumulation of three (3) Level II referrals of a student 
being referred for a Level III behavior within a sixty (60) day 
period may result in movement of the student to the next step in 
Level III. 

c) Movement through the Level III steps results in the following 
actions to be taken at each step: 

 

Step 1: A 1-day suspension and disciplinary probation 
 

Step 2: A 2-day suspension with a recommendation to the 
School Board for a hearing regarding the student’s 
continuation at the school 

 
Step 3: An immediate recommendation that the student 

be withdrawn at once. Due process hearings 
may be conducted at the request of the parent. 

 

Disciplinary Probation: Under circumstances described in the Student Behavior 
Code, a student may be placed on disciplinary probation. During this probation time, 
students 

 
• Will be required to obtain their teachers’ review of their behavior 

• May not be allowed to attend any extra- or co-curricular activities held at or by the 

school. 
 
 

In setting up these levels of model behavior, infractions, and consequences, the school 
wants to accomplish several things. First, students are to understand that rules are 
usually related to problems dealing with health, safety, and the general welfare of 
people. 

 

Second, students are to know beforehand what is expected of them. They should 
also know what appropriate behavior is expected and the consequences of 
inappropriate behavior. The students are to accept responsibility for the choices they 
make. 

 
Third, parents or guardians are to know beforehand what is expected of their 
children. It is the school’s responsibility, in conjunction with parents or guardians, 
to teach children about proper behavior. 

 
 



Weapons Policy 
 Possession and/or threatening the use of weapons, dangerous objects, or 
explosive devices are not permitted and will result in immediate suspension and 
possible expulsion. Students in violation of our weapons policy shall be promptly 
reported to their parents and local authorities, as required by law.  
 Weapons include all types of firearms, guns, crossbows, explosive devices 
(including fireworks), slingshots, sand clubs, knives, pepper spray, Tasers, or any 
device manufactured or constructed as an instrument of destruction against persons 
or property.  
 Imitation or toy weapons are not permitted. 
 
At Risk Behaviors 
 Buena Vista is a drug-free, tobacco-free, and alcohol-free zone. We educate 
our students on the perils of harmful behaviors and make certain that our own campus 
is free from these negative influences. Students who engage in these activities may 
forfeit their enrollment at Buena Vista. At-risk Behaviors include: 
• Possessing or using tobacco in any form. 
• Possessing or drinking any alcoholic beverage. 
• Possessing any illegal substance or abusing any drug or substance. 
• Engaging in sexual activity, including through electronic media.   
• Engaging in behaviors destructive to self and others. 
• Engaging in any illegal activity for which the student could be formally charged. 
 Students engaging in any of the above at-risk behaviors at any time may be 
referred to Admissions Committee and subject to serious discipline up to and including 
expulsion on a case-by-case basis.  
  
Hands Off Policy 
 Buena Vista maintains a “hands off” policy between students. Fighting, tussling, 
kicking, shoving, hitting, and spitting, even in a playful manner, are not acceptable 
behaviors. Public display of romantic affection is also not acceptable. Students are 
expected to keep their hands, feet, and objects to themselves at all times. 
 
Harassment 
 Buena Vista does not tolerate harassment in any form: racial, ethnic, religious, 
age, sexual, or any other type of verbal, non-verbal, and/or physical harassment, 
including that which is done via electronic media. Slurs, jokes, put-downs, verbal or 
physical intimidation (bullying), or excessive teasing will be dealt with in a serious 
manner. Students should report any infraction to their teacher or principal. 
  
Sexual Harassment 
 Sexual harassment is defined as unwelcome sexual advances or requests, or 
other conduct of a sexual nature which is offensive. It can be spoken, written, or 
physical in nature, including by electronic media. It includes offensive pictures, graffiti, 
jokes, and gestures. 
 Sexual harassment includes sexual behavior that is made a condition of 
academic status, progress, benefits, honors, or activities. Sexual harassment also 
occurs when the offensive behavior or material creates a hostile school environment. 
False accusations of sexual misconduct are themselves a form of sexual harassment 
and may have legal consequences.  
 Incidents of sexual harassment should immediately be reported to school 
authorities for appropriate action. If the harassment is between students, the student 
should report the incident to a teacher or the principal. Students who sexually harass 
others are subject to discipline up to and including expulsion. If the harassment comes 
from an adult, the student should report directly to the principal or another responsible 
adult. Employees who engage in sexual harassment are subject to discipline up to and 
including termination. 



  
Off-Campus Behavior 
What a student does outside of school affects what he/she does in school.  Thus, the 
school’s role in disciplining and guiding students regarding at-risk behaviors is not 
limited solely to school hours.  
 Students engaging in harassment, bullying, or at-risk behaviors at school or off 
campus, whether in person, online, social media, apps, texting, or any other means 
may be referred to Admissions Committee and subject to serious discipline up to and 
including expulsion on a case-by-case basis.  

 

 

The Administration and School Board reserve the right to formulate and 
implement policies, rules, and regulations throughout the school year in order 
to assure the safe and appropriate operation of the school. New policies will be 
communicated to parents and will carry equal force to the other information 
contained in this document, as well as the Handbook. 

 


